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‘THE emblems of Freemasonry indicate the lowliness 
of its origin. It began among laborers, who wore their 
sheepskin aprons with unaffected grace. Afterward it fell 
into the hands of men of other occupations, to whom the 
peculiar terms of operative masonry were either vulgar, 
as brick and mortar, or obscure, as plinth, die, and sur- 
base; and they are now come to think the very brick 
and mortar have some hidden meaning, and plinth, die, 
and surbase, with ledger, putlock, and tresselboard, are 
words of the universal language, which, (according to 
the Grand Lodge of England, by the hand of Mr. Hutch- 
inson,) has descended to Freemasons uncorrupted in the 
ledges from the confusion of tongues on the plains of 
Shinar. Thus the plain noun masonry, which every child 
knows to mean the art of building with mortar, is made 
by Hutchinson, an approved and standard masonic au- 
thor, to come from the Greek ywecsgavew—I AM 1N THE 
MIDST OF HEAVEN! while Greenleaf derives it also from 
vacsw and Zwav, I seek salvation.—( See Hutchinson’s Spirit 
of Masonry, p. 15, and Greenleaf’s Brief Inquiry, p. 44.) 

Freemasonry is a derivative of the word Freemason, 
and the word Freemason came into use at a time when 
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many mechanics and laborers were slaves; and it ser- 
ved to distinguish freeborn stone and hammer men from 
the bondmen of the craft. But the word Freemasonry 
has a meaning quite different from its primitive, Free- 
mason, and stands in our language the emblem of a se- 
cret system of moral power, pervading the civilized 
world. This secret institution consists of various de- 
grees of mystery, one within another, toa vast extent ; 
and has, moreover, honorary degrees of mystery, which 
are appended to the main degrees, like a side chamber 
to a principal apartment. 

The entrance to every degree is obtained by an oath, 
and the payment of a fee ; and the door of every degree 
is guarded with a drawn sword, or some other weapon 
of death. The order assume the most venerable anti- 
quity for the date of their origin, making, in their offi- 
cial documents, the year of the creation their era, pla- 
cing on the very signboards of Masonic taverns, Anno 
Lucis, instead of Anno Domini. They observe the fes- 
tal days of Christian saints, as the festivals of the pat- 
rons of their mystery; they confer immeasurable titles 
of nobility, Grand Kings, Sustime Grand Sovereigns, 
and General Grand High Priests ; and wear as a badge 
of honorable distinction, white leather aprons in Britain, 
(the birth-place of Freemasonry,) but, in this country, 
the aprons are of diverse materials, like an infant’s bib. 

Freemasonry numbers among its members men now 
upon the stage, whom we all revere, and has also num- 
bered those of a past age, whom all future generations 
will venerate. It lifts up its ensign in every quarter of 
the globe, and gathers in this land of liberty 2500 con- 
claves, in the hours of darkness, to carry forward its 
plans. No denomination of Christians can enumerate 
in the United States, a list of churches, equal to the 
number of the masonic fraternities ; and the revenue of 









No. 7.| AND MONTHLY MAGAZINE, 199 


the mystery is greater than that of any national chari- 
table society in this country. 

A great diversity of opinion lately prevails respecting 
the real object and tendency of this prodigious associa- 
tion. Many suppose it to be inferior only to Christian- 
ity in the excellence of its moral influence ; and one of 
these that respectable clergyman* must have been, who 
recently gave for a sentiment at a public masonic cele- 
bration, (3 “Masonry AND RE icion! What God 
has joined together, let no man put asunder!” And the 
Rev. Joseph Prentiss, who so late as the 4th of Februa- 
ry, A. D. 1829, in the address before the Grand Chap- 
ter of New-York, convened in Albany, declared that 
‘* Masonry has a hiding place, secured against the inqui- 
sition or assault of human power, provided by the AL- 


MIGHTY, guarded by his allseeing eye, and defended by 


his presence.” Others believe it to be the perfection of 
all religion—that there is the highest sublimity in the 
mysteries of the order—the perfection of wisdom in the 
symmetry of the degress—glorious truth in the tale of 
Hiram Abiff—and an appeal to the conscience in the 
Master’s carpet. With them, 
‘*Gavel, gauge, and plumb, and level, 
* All are quickly brought to use ; 
**These with help of line and trowel, 
‘* Works of moral worth produce,” 
Masonic Mirror, p. 16, 1826. 
Others suppose Freemasonry to be a pleasant, but silly 
thing, which does no good, and but little harm; a thing 
which deserves no support, and requires not an effort to 
put it down; a poor thing, which is dying a natural 
death as fast as the Doctors will let it. But a large and 
increasing number see, in this mystic society, an enemy 


* Rev. George Taft, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Pawtucket, 
Rhode Island. 
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to our political and civil institutions, the more to be dread- 
ed, the more it is examined. ‘To them it is not a light 
and frivolous matter, that 100,000 freemen are bound 
closely together by unequal obligations and impious 
eaths; neither is it a credible matter, that the assumed 
morality of the Order, which is taught by the working 
tools of a stone mason, and enforced with the sanctity 
of an oath, can be the grand object of its nocturnal as- 
semblies. 


Without prejudging the case, we examine it. We com- 
mence the investigation with the proofs of its venerable 
antiquity; not because its real value is affected by the 
true number of its years, but because its hoary head is its 
boast, and its having survived the tempests of ages, is 
the grand hope of its friends, that it will survive this ; 
and it is venerable, if it be 5829 years old: but it is 


contemptible, as a falsehood and a lie, if it appear to be 
younger by many thousand years. 

The first three degrees, Entered apprentice, Fellow 
Craft, and Master Mason, we pass at this time, and ex- 
clude from the considering of their antiquity ; but of all 
the remaining degrees, by whatever name they are call- 
ed, we pronounce them modern. We affirm, that its 
Chapters and Grand Chapters, its Encampments and 
Grand Encampments, its Councils, and its Sublime 
Sovereignties, are not six score years old; are not so 
old as the man Moses, who was buried of the Lord, no 
man knowing of his sepulchre. These Grand fraterni- 
ties comprise every grade of Freemasonry, above that 
of a Master ; they comprise the entire body of Freema- 
sonry, with the single exception of the Lodges. Wheth- 
er Freemasonry have 90 degrees with Carbonari, or 
43, or 33, or 53 degrees, with the Sublime Sovereigns, 
or 7 degrees, with the self-styled ‘ Holy Royal Arch” - 
Chapters, it must relinquish to the praise of modern in- 
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vention, all except the first three, Entered Apprentice, 
Fellow Craft, and Master Mason, or as a plain New- 
Yorker might say, apprentice, journeyman, and bos. 

We begin the investigation of the antiquity of these 
Grand fraternities, by inquiring: what is the antiquity 
claimed for them by standard masonic writers? 

1. Royal Arch masonry, having four degrees, Mark - 
Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and Roy- 
al Arch, embodied in fraternities called Chapters, and 
Grand Chapters, and General Grand Chapters, dates in 
the Masonic Cuart, with the sanction of De Witt 
Clinton, and all the General Grand officers of the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter of the United States of North A- 
merica, from the building of the second temple at Jeru- 
salem: and so far as their masonic authority proves it, 
Royal Arch masonry is now 2359 years old.—(See the 
date on the prostyle temple of Cross’s Masonic Chart.) 
With this date agrees the Grand Chapter of the State 
of New-York, as declared under their official sanction 
by their Grand Chaplain, Salem Town, who asserts that 
‘‘ancient masonry has been the medium through which 
the five books of Moses have been preserved to the 
world.”—(Town’s Speculative Freemasonry, 2d edition, 
p- 190.) The very foundation of the Royal Arch de- 
gree rests, he assures us, on the above fact, which was 
consummated on laying the corner stone of the second 
temple at Jerusalem.—(Ibid. p. 208.) 

But the secret traditions of Freemasonry make the 
date of the Royal Arch degree still earlier, and refer it 
to the completion of the first Jewish temple, before the 
pretended murder of Hiram Abiff. W ¢ th this tradition 
agrees Thomas Smith Webb, second to no man as a Free 
mason, and sanctioned by the Grand Chapter of Rhode 
Island in saying: ‘that Joabert, Stockin, and G—, hav- 
ing been by the special favor of the Most High, permit- 
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ted to discover the most precious jewels of masonry, 
Solomon conferred upon them, as a reward, the most 
sublime and mysterious degree of Royal Arch Mason- 
ry.—(See Freemason’s Monitor, N. Y. edition, A. D. 
1802, part 2, book 1, chapter 10.) 

We do not attempt to reconcile these contradictory 
statements, but quote them as the claims of Freemason- 
ry, and shall annihilate them together, both at one blow, 
when we have seen, in the language of Mr. Hardie, of 
how great importance Freemasons esteem Royal Arch 
masonry. 

“'The degree of Royal Arch masons is one of the 
most august and important in the masonic order. While 
it impresses on our minds the most solemn conviction of 
the being and existence of a Supreme Deity, it also re- 
minds us of the reverence due to his holy name. It 
presents to view many mysteries of essential importance 
to the craft, which were for the space of four hundred 
and seventy years, or until the rebuilding of the temple, 
involved in impenetrable dark ness.’’—( Hardie’s Monitor, 
2d ed. p. 163.) ‘On the whole, he who has worthily 
attained the sublime degree of Master Mason, has done 
well ; but he ought not tostop; he has not the key ; nor 
can he get it until he has ascended the pinnacle of the 
masonic fabric, the RoyaAL ArcH. When divine Prov- 
idence shall have conducted him thus far, that which 
had been heretofore dark and unfathomable, will appear 
bright as the sun in the clearest day.” —(Itid. p. 176.) 

Where this glorious mystery laid from the days of 
king Solomon to the latter part of the last century, who 
can tell? Masonic tradition asserts, that it was hid be- 
neath the corner stone of the first temple from the days 
of Solomon to Zerubbabel ; but what became of it af- 
terwards is not remembered. It was dug up by three 
captives from Babylon, who had been led by a way that 
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they knew not; and then it is heard of no more for the 
space of two thousand three hundred years. This was 
time enough to crawl, at a snail’s pace, frem Asia to 
the western part of Europe ; but the route it took is not 
mentioned ; the stages it made, the places it refreshed 
at, and the company it had, is all a mystery even to the 
mystery. However, the leaden influence of its midnight 
orgies was not until recently felt in this western hemi- 
sphere; for Mr. Hardie says: ‘‘that previous to 1797 
the different Chapters of the United States acted under 
warrants from similar bodies in Europe, or held under 
the Blue lodges.”—(p. 190.) And with him all our 
masenic writers agree: Webb, Cole, Daleho, &c. &c. A. 
D. 1796—7. 

2. The Councils of Freemasonry rise next above the 
Chapters, and embrace three degrees: the Royal Mas- 
ter, Select Master, and Knight of the Red Cross. Their 
origin is described in the Templar’s Chart, a work pub- 
lished by the Granp LecTuReER of the U. States, p. 9. 

‘The order of Knights of the Red Cross has been 
known and conferred in several parts of Europe by vari- 
ous titles. The incidents upon which the order was 
founded, occurred in the reign of Darius, king of Persia, 
and it is more particularly connected with Symbolic Ma- 
sonry, than any other order of Knighthood. Their as- 
semblies are called Councils,” &c. He follows this with 
atale of Zerubbabel and Darius Hystaspes, which it 
requires the full extent of masonic credulity to swallow. 
And he makes this military order of masonic knight er- 
rantry, to have been instituted by them as a memorial 
of their personal friendship! This absurdity is worthy 
of the tin trowel, and figured apron, of modern Free- 
masonry: from the age of Darius to that of Voltaire, no 
memorial of this order of masonry is found upon histori- 
val record ! 
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3. The Encampments and Grand Encampments are 
next in order. These originated at Jerusalem, as ap- 
pears by the Templar’s Chart above mentioned, pp. 28, 
29, 30; A. D. 1118. Then and there originated the 
true military order of Knighthood ; but no proof exists, 
saving masonic vanity, to show the slightest connexion 
between the military knights of the 12th century and 
the modern knights «f deceitful Freemasonry. On the 
contrary, Professor Robison, of the University of Edin- 
burgh, a distinguished scholar, gentleman, and Free- 
mason, says: ‘‘ We know, that the Lodge of the Knights 
of Benevolence at t.yons, in France, stood as it were at 
the head of French Freemasonry, and that the fictitious 
order of masonic Knights Templars WAS FORMED in this 
lodge, and was considered the model of all the rest of 
this mimic chivalry.”,—( Proofs of a Conspiracy, p. 44.) 

Accordingly we find the first meeting of “ Sir Kaights 
Templars” in North America, noticed in any masonic 
work, is that of May 12th, A. D. 1797, at Philadelphia. 
—(See Templar’s Chart, p. 94.) 

4. The Sublime Severeignties of freemasonry are next 
in order, and top out the hollow system with a-most ap- 
propriate climax. The dizzy height of this order produ- 
ees a slight giddiness of the head, and renders it difficult 
to determine whether ‘‘ the Grand Council of the Princes 
of Jerusalem,” in New-York, are the same with the 
Sublime Grand Lodge of Perfection in S. Carolina.— 
But we suppose them to be the same Elect, Perfect, 
Knights and Princes of masons, with only that slight 
difference in the complexion, produced by the southern 
sun. These claim jurisdiction over all the degrees of 
the masonic order, more or less; they pretend to im- 
memorial customs ; they date in the months Sebat, and 
Chisleu, and Tisri; they reign over two hemispheres, ab 
infero ad ceelum, and send forth their mandates, ORDO 
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1B Cuao, “from the east of the Grand and Supreme 
Council of the Most Puissant Sovereigns, under the celes- 
tial canopy of the Zenith.” 

This order of masonry, with the Chapters, Councils, 
and Encampments, has not been generally known in 
this country, even by name, until since 1797. They all 
came together to this country after the time that Vol- 
taire recommended the formation of an infidel acade- 
my on the plan of the Freemasons, whose object should 
be ** Ecraser  Infame,” to erush the wretch :' as he im- 
piously termed Christianity. And all the degrees of 
Sublime Freemasonry are now faithfully revealed and 
published to the world in “‘ Light on Masonry,” and, by 
their doctrines and ceremonies and impiety, they show 
the cloven foot of their origin, and the paternal relation 
they bear to the horrid and blasphemous scenes of revo- 
lutionary France. 

The proof is very simple; a child can understand it. 
It consists in this, that in 1720, Freemasonry, (which 
now has scores,) HAD BUT THREE DEGREES; and if she 
had but three then, the remainder of the scores must 
have been since added. 

Now observe: The first book of Masonic Constitu- 
tions ever published, was that of Anderson & Desaguil- 
hers, in London, A. D. 1723; and that as quoted by 
masonic writers declares of only three degrees, Appren- 
tice, Fellow Craft, and Master Mason. The first estab- 
lishment of Freemasonry in North America, was under 
the sanction of those Constitutions, in New Jersey, A. D. 
1730, and in Boston A. D. 1733, and contained only 
three degrees, Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master. 
The first revelation of Freemasonry that has come’ to 
our knowledge, was that made by Prichard, A. D. 1730, 
when Freemasonry had just entered her teéns; which 
purports to be 0G “A universal and genuine descrip- 
Vol. I. No. 7.--2 
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tion of Freemasonry in all its branches; giving an im- 
partial account of the regular proceedings in the initia- 
ting of the new members in the whole three degrees of 
Masonry ;” Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master Ma- 
son. 

This is positive proof; and instead of the slightest 
contradiction from any historical circumstance, it is 
strongly corroborated by the following facts, viz. that 
neither record nor memorial, nor name, nor doings of 
any Masonic Chapter, Encampment, Council, or Sove- 
reignty, of a date earlier than A. D. 1720, are to be 
found in any treatise upon the mystery of Freemasonry, 
except it be that parts of the Holy Scriptures are in 
the recent volumes of masonry perverted to the orna- 
ment of this mystical harlot. 

So that we have in support of our first position the 
first book of Masonic Constitutions, and the first revela- 
tion of the mystery of Masonry, with which the world 
has been favored. And while these witnesses stand 
unimpeached, they are competent to maintain us in the 
assertion, that all the higher degrees of Freemasonry, 
its Chapters, Councils, Encampments and Sovereignties, 
have since been added. 

We rest the proof of our assertion that Freemasonry 
has erected its Grand dignitaries since 1720, on this 
fact, that they were then and previous to that time un- 
known. And in addition to the authorities already quo- 
ted, we cite Hutchinson’s Spirit of Masonry, published 
under the sanction of the Grand Lodge of England, 
1772: Calcatt’s Disquisition on masonry, re-printed at 
Boston about 1770; Preston’s Illustrations of Masonry, 
(which is the text book of the English bretherhood,) pub- 
lished in many editions since A. D. 1780; Jachin and 
Boaz, published about 1770; Ahiman Rezon, published 
by Dermott, the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of 
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Ancient Masons, A. D. 1764; Lawrie’s History of Free- 
masonry, published at Edinburg, A. D. 1804; Encyclo- 
pedia Brittanica, last edition, Art. Masonry; Smith’s 
Use and Abuse of Freemasonry, published London, A. 
D. 1784. These are each and all professed treatises 
upon the Royal Art of Freemasonry, describing its beau- 
ties with poetic rapture, and dwelling on each of its de- 
grees with the blindness of a lover ; but not one of these 
treats of any Chapter, Council, Encampment, or Sove- 
reignty in Freemasonry. But a single one to my recol- 
lection alludes to them ; and that is Preston, who, in his 
later editions, speaks of the Harodim Chapter, as an 
alarming innovation made in England A. D. 1787! 

And what is more extraordinary still, the Constitution 
of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, chap. 8, sec. 4, art. 9, 
declares, that St. John’s Masonry contains only three 
degrees, Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master 
Mason, (the degrees revealed by Morgan,) aad forbids 
its fraternities practising any other ; thus cutting off at a 
blow all the glorious excrescences of vanity entitled 
Chapters, Councils, Encampments, and Masonic Grand 
Sovereignties.—See Lawrie, p. 318. 

This is a part of our subject more curious than im- 
portant ; but we cannot leave it without concluding the 
triumph of Masonic authorities in support of our position, 
by the public, and solemn declaration of the United 
Grand Lodges of Ancient and Modern Masons, London, 
A. D. 1813, viz: that all ancient Freemasonry is yet con- 
tained in the first three degrees, and by eonsequence they 
deny the legitimacy of the Sublime Sovereigns of Ma- 
sonry and their newly created Principalities, Chapters, 
Councils and Encampments. 

Thus the great Society psosgavew, “* J am in the midst 
of Heaven,” or patow 2wov ** I seek salvation,” is proved 
out of its own books, to be in its Sublime degrees, a tis- 
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sue of falsehoods. We have given it a fair trial, and 
now we give it a righteous condemnation: to be crop- 
ped for swindling, and branded—A LIE. Let those 
who are aggrieved by the severity of the sentence, ap- 
pear and show cause of mercy—if they can. If our re- 
ligious teachers, and our honor .ble men in public sta- 
tions, will continue their allegiance to this secret abomi- 
nation, we do not condemn them. If they contemn 
our judgment, and our kindness, and revile us as dis- 
turbers of their peace, and as profane and perjured 
wretches, we do not complain. In doing so, they act to 
their profession of Freemasonry: in suffering it, we act 
to a better profession. They have bound themselves 
by an oath, to publish us to the world, as vicious vaga- 
bonds aud knaves; and we have bound ourselves, with- 
out the fear of Freemasons before our eyes, or any hope 
of earthly reward in our hearts, unceasingly to protest 
unto both great and small, that Freemasonry is sin; 
that Freemasonry is an institution pernicious to the 
moral habits, and dangerous to the political institutions 
of any people. 


—>—— 


“A DereNnce OF FREEMASONRY; In a series of Let- 
ters addressed to Solomon Southwick, Esq. and others; 
in which the true principles of the Order are given, and 
many late misrepresentations corrected : with an appen- 
dix containing explanatory notes, and masonic docu- 
ments. By LutTuer Prati, Editor of the American 
Masonic Register and Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Mage- 
zine, recently published in N. Y. Prove all things; 
hold fast that which is good.”—St. Paul. 216 p. 
18mo. Francis Adincourt, Troy, N. Y., A. D. 182. 
Printed for the Author.” 


This volume is recommended by fifteen Past High 
Priests, Worshipful Masters, and other titled brethren, 
‘‘as an able and interesting work—peculiarly. well cal: 
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culated to counteract those unwarrantable prejudices so 
unjustly attempted, at the present time, to be excited in 
the public mind against an institution venerable for its 
antiquity, praiseworthy for its abounding charities-—and 
that has been rightly considered, by those best able to 
appreciate its merits, as one of the great lights of civili- 
zation, science, and humanity.” 

We were glad when we took upthis book. The title 
purported its defence of an Institution, which stands in 
great need of a valorous champion; and with a very 
natural sympathy for the weaker combatant}, we rejoiced 
at the sight of a warrior in the field, supported by his 
sponsors, for the defence of agonizing Freemasonry.— 
We felt assured for a moment, that Pascal’s Jesuits are 
not the exemplar of Freemasons. ‘ Their surest 
course,” says that keen observer, “has ever been, to 
keep silent. The ablest of them sont ceux qui intriguent 
beaucoup, qui parlent peu, et qui n’ecrivent point—intrigue 
much, say little, and write nothing.” Freemasonry be- 
gins to speak, to plead in its defence. It can no longer 
be charged with contempt of public opinion, for its ut- 
ter indifference to the weighty charges brought against 
it; it can no longer be taken for guilty, on account of its 
refusal to plead at the public bar, before which it has 
been arraigned by 30,000 freemen. 

We have a sincere desire rightly to understand the 
true character of the institution, ‘‘ venerable for its anti- 
quity,” and take it kindly of any brother, who attempts 


to enlighten us with his views. That our own are wide- 


ly different from his, is not a reason for ‘ pulling away 
the shoulder, stopping our ears, and refusing to heark- 


en.’ We have not so much confidence, that we reject 


instruction ; nor that perfection of wisdom which rises 
superior to the want of knowledge. And if the “ De- 
fence of Freemasonry”. furnishes us with little informa- 
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tion, we are grateful for that little, and will endeavor in 
the spirit of neighbourly love, to repay the benefit with 
heaping measure. 

We cannot blame or praise the style, or the execution 
of this volume, We meddle not with it as a work cred- 
itable to the arts, or tending to procure for the writer 
literary fame. It was not written for fame, but for the 
defence of Freemasonry ; it was not published as a spe- 
cimen of the arts, but to convey to all men, proof indis- 
putable, of the pure principles, chaste character, and be- 
nevolent operations of Freemasonry. An honest pur- 
pose, executed with spirit ; but with a serious misappre- 
hension of the truth, as the following will show : 


“Freemasonry is a science, requiring both time and application 
to understand its mysteries.”—p. 5, of the Preface 


This assertion is quite contrary to our sense of truth, 
yet it is by no means peculiar to the defence of Free- 
masonry. For interesting information upon this point, 
we refer our author to the Illustrations of Masonry by 
Mm. Morean,, and also to the Revelation of Masonry 
by the Le Roy Convention. These works exhibit both 
the science and the mystery of Freemasonry, as face 
answers to face in a glass: but the principles of the or- 
der, ‘‘second to none but Christianity,” (p. 13,) we 


propose to set forth in the words of our author, and 


examine freely. 
Facts erroneously stated, evince want of circumspec- 


tion in the writer, and, when the error is all to one side 
of the account, the sum is important though the items 
be small. Joseph Warren was not “Grand Master of 
Masons throughout all North America,” (p. 16,) but only 
of the sect of Ancient Masons, (which was first introduced 
into North America in his day ;) and that without the 
consent, or even the knowledge, as we can learn, of the 
masons in distant parts of this great region, North A- 
merica, but by the will and pleasure of Patrick, Earl of 





No. 7.] AND MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 211 


Dumfries: nor did Benjamin Franklin establish a lodge 
at Philadelphia A. D. 1731, for Freemasonry itself was 
not established in all North America, until two years af- 
ter, that is A. D. 1733. 

It is a great mistake to say, ‘‘ General Washington 
was for some time master of the Grand Ledge of Vir- 
ginia.” (p. 56.) We have met with no like statement 
in any other author, unless this be like it, when the Bri- 
tish orator, brimfull of the glory of Freemasonry, asserts 
that he was Grand Master of North America: an office 
that neither exists, nor has existed, from the beginning 
of time. 

But to the Principles of Freemasonry : 


1. “ You agree to be a good man and true; and strictly to obey 
the moral law. 


2. “ You agree to be a peaceable citizen, and-cheerfully to con- 


form to the laws of the country in which you reside. 


3. * You promise not to be concerned in plots, or conspiracies 
against government, but patiently to submit to the decisions of the 
supreme legislature. 


4. “ You agree to pay a proper respect to the civil magistrate, 
to work diligently, live in credit, and act honorably with all men. 


5. “You agree to avoid private quarrels, and to guard against 
all intemperance and excess. 


6. You agree to promote the general good, to cultivate the social 
virtues, and to propagate the knowledge of true Masonry.” Ex- 
tract from the Book of Constitutions.’ 


Defence of Freemasonry, p. 35. 

We attach numbers to the paragraphs, for conven- 
venience. , 

No. 1, is the sum of the whele law; the remaining 
numbers do but expatiate. Nos. 2, 3, and part of 4, 
are of one import, requiring the mason to be a good cit- 
izen, or member of the body politic. The latter part of 
No. 4, with No. 5, make requisitions of a personal na- 
ture, for the credit, peace, and happiness, of the indi- 
vidual. No. 6, makes no addition to the principles of 
Freemasonry before stated, except in the final clause : 
‘‘and to propagate the knowledge of true Masonry.” 
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This implies a duty that we, as well as adhering ma- 
sons, are endeavoring faithfully to discharge. 

The reader will not fear our quarreling with these 
principles. We like them well: they are good princi- 
ples. We will not cease to admire them. Fastened 
upon Freemasonry in the Book of Constitutions, they 
remain as true principles, as the peacock’s feathers 
were true peacock’s feathers, when worn by the jack- 
daw. ‘Truth is not changed by passing through false 
lips, though it is rendered suspicious. Immutable prin- 
ciples of duty are not changed by being printed in the 
Book of Constitutions of Freemasonry; but it must be 
confessed, they look quite out of place by the side of 
‘‘the art of wonderworking and of foresaying things to 
come, the transmutation of metals, and the way of win- 
ning the faculty of magic.” —(Vide Book of Constitu- 
tions, p. 15.) 

Temperance is a most saipuiteat virtue; and Free- 
masonry, always looking out for the best things, care- 
fully pledges the young candidate to “ guard against all 
intemperance and excess.” Were this wise caution ac- 
companied with a prudent example, Freemasonry might 
possibly be thought sincerely interested to hold her pu- 
pil to his word ; but when she meets him almost uni- 
formly at the shrine of intemperanee, and separates him 
usually to a late hour from his anxious or sleeping fami- 
ly, she leads him into temptation; she practises him to 
excess. The late hours are excess, and the bacchanalian 
songs, that swell the Book of Constitutions, and increase 
the size of almost every masonic work, are not sung at 
the public inn, without the accompaniment of appropri- 
ate emblems. 

‘Come let us prepare, 


We Brothers that are 
Assembled on merry occasion ; 
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Let’s drink, Jaugh, and sing, 
Our wine has a spring— 
Here’s a health to an accepted mason.” 

This is a lesson easily learned and not difficult to be 
understood, while the masonic moral inculcated by a 
chisel, a two foot rule, or a trowel, is farfetched, and 
soon forgotten. 

What right has Freemasonry to these principles? 
The same slie has tothe Bible. The Bible is true, al- 
though carried in pomp by false Freemasonry. The 
same right she has to entitle her baby house offi- 
cers “‘ High Priests after the order of Melchisedeck.” 
The title is a true title, appropriated by divine Revela- 
tion to the only begotton Son of God: and the title must 
always be true, for God is true; but Freemasonry, that 
assumes and gives it, is a lie. The principles of the or- 
der of Freemasonry are not those they seem to be, any 
more than masonic kings are the kings they seem to be; 
or than the masonic Lodges are the Holy of Holies they 
pretend to be; ‘* erected to God and dedicated to the Holy 
St. Johns.” Reader, we do not insinuate, we declare, 
that the Master’s lodge is often mistaken by masons for 
the Holy of Holies of king Solomon’s temple ; and that 
the Halls of this contemptible folly are formally dedica- 
ted to the Lord Jehovah, and to the Holy St. John, or 
St. Johns of Jerusalem. 

What has Freemasonry to do with the just principles 
quoted above ? She writes them in her Book of Constitu- 
tions ; and they deceive honest men: the very thing she 
uses them for. Plainly we need not Freemasonry to 
teach us to be good citizens ; and if we did, making a 
hoodwinked novice agree to be a good citizen, goes ve- 
ry little way toward making him so. Her lodge meet- 
ings are not for the sake of giving moral, or religious 
lectures; if they were, certain men would not be mere 
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constant at lodge, than at church. Freemasonry does 
no more with these good principles, than write them in 
her books, where they serve to conceal many principles 
that are not good. On public occasions, she is wiser 
than to outrage the public taste by teaching immorali- 
ties offensive to the public ear. But in her lodges, she 
can teach the boldest vices, and the world may never 
know it, though virtue is present in some of the witness- 
es; for silence and secrecy is the duty of every member 
of the lodge, under the most awful penalties, ‘‘ murder 
and treason only excepted, and these at option.” 

She can; she has the power; she wants no more.— 
She knows when and where to use that power. It is 
enough that she has it; and the great adversary would 
sooner supply her the necessary cunning to use it, than 
that so important a power should be lost to his purpo- 
ses. 

Consider, that men may inculcate any opinion how- 
ever strange, any doctrine however perverse, any prac- 
tice however abhorrent to justice, or humanity, in a 
masonic lodge, and be forever concealed from public 
serutiny, and delivered from the pointing of public 
scorn. They may, (far be it from us to say they do,) 
they may, by the very constitutions of the order, medi- 
tate treason, conspire to commit, and actually commit, 
burglary, theft, arson, and any thing, but treason and 
murder ; and though righteous Lot were in the lodge, 
he could only forsake them; he could never expose 
them: nay, if called in a court of justice to tell the 
truth, and the whole truth concerning a crime so medi- 
tated and executed, he must betray either the secrets of 
masonry, or his country. He has two oaths upon him 
counter to each other ; and if a righteous man would be 
faithful to his country, a vile man would cleave to the 
ebligation protecting his brother villain, which villains 
alone can desire. 
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Let no man suppose we insinuate the slightest doubt 
upon the purity and integrity of Freemasons. They 
are generally honorable men in spite of the temptation 
which the principles of the order hold out to entrap 
them. ‘Their innocence leads them to overlook the ve- 
ry means of guilt ready furnished to their hand; and 
the public would have still continued to overlook them 
too, had ret the foul abduction of a freeman from his 
friends and family and country, perfectly illustrated the 
capacity of the institution, to contrive and to execute the 
crime, and in a great measure to protect from. justice, 
the reputable men implicated in the transaction. 

Now, Brother Pratt; Brethren of Phaebus Lodge, and 
ye of the West, with whom we have a more familiar 
sympathy, since our newspaper has been laid in the 
grave by the side of your charters, we submit it to 
your own good sense, whether the views here taken 
of the principles of Freemasonry, are not correct to a 
letter and a point? You are honest men, and sensible 
men, and you do know that the positions here taken in 
regard to the secrecy of the lodgeroom are correct, that 
this secrecy is a peculiar principle of Freemasonry, and 
does enable wicked men to do wickedly without afford- 
ing any advantage to truth and virtue. You do know 
that by it men may propound an act of wickedness, and 
discuss it, and though it should be disapproved by the 
company, the propounder must remain unknown to the 
public, and unpunished. You know that this case might 
happen, which it is affirmed did happen: a swindler had 
insured a vessel and valuable cargo, and then, having 
replaced the cargo with empty casks, he wished to run 
the vessel on shore, lose every thing, and recover of the 
underwriters. To propose the thing to a seaman was 
his only remaining difficulty, and Freemasonry aided 
him through that. He charged the brother, as a broth~ 
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er, to keep his secret, and then communicated his base 
proposal. Whether this did happen we do not affirm; 
others do; and you know, that, in the legitimate exercise 
of the masonic oath of secrecy, it might happen. 

So the case of the bribe offered by John Andersou to 
Mr. Williams, Member of Congress and Chairman of 
the Committee of Claims, under injunction of masonic 
secrecy, is full to the same point; and many there be 
of this sort, as when in an election not long since in the 
city of New- York, some had contrived a scheme of po- 
litical importance, but to carry it into effect, the scheme 
must be proposed to one who might blow up all, if he 
should publish it. In this strait, one says, ‘* Leave that 
to me; he is a freemason, and may as well be 
as tell of it, when communicated to him by me.”—We 
do not affirm that this happened, but one does whose 
word is good, and whose political reputation is high; 
and you know it might happen any time, when a despe- 
rate politician or party pleased to use the obligations of 
secrecy, to which every mason is sworn. 

It is easy to go into the examination of other princi- 
ples of Freemasonry, and to show that honest men mis- 
take them also; but one at a time saves the risk of con- 
fusion, and therefore we confine ourselves to this single 
principle of masonic secrecy, and leave the brethren to 
reflect, that howsoever masons may be charged to be 
peaceable citizens, to conform to the laws, to avoid 
plots and conspiracies, and to submit to the decisions of 
the legislature ;’ they are “solemnly and sincerely” 
sworn, to cover up all the acts of the mason who diso- 
beys this charge, ‘‘even murder and treason, in the 
Royal Arch degree, not excepted.” 

For a reply to the claims of Freemasonry to venera- 
ble antiquity, renewed by Mr. Pratt, and his respectable 
sponsors, we refer him and them to the preceding arti- 
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cle upon the Sublime degrees, and to the history of 
Freemasonry published in No. 6, of this Review; and 
also, in Bernard’s “ Light on Masonry,” a work which 
we heartily commend to the careful inspection of all 
those who seek “ more light in Freemasonry.” 

Our Brother, page 26th of his Derence, declares : 
‘‘that the constitutions by which Freemasonry through- 
out all Christendom is governed, are the same, and have 
been so from time immemorial : they are like the laws 
of the Medes and Persians, which alter not; and again 
page 27, he affirms that these venerable landmarks and 
constitutions are not liable to change, or subject to a- 
mendment. This affirmation is common to masonic 
writers, and we spend no more time upon it, than to in- 
quire, how this assertion is to be reconciled with the 
fact, that Freemasens changed the pillars of the masonic 
temple, from Jachin and Boaz to Boaz and Jachin, after 
the revelation of Freemasonry made under that title? 
And how does it consist with the fact, that a new land- 
mark, LOS, has been set up, since the revelation by 
Capt. Morgan? Stick to the truth, Brethren, let what 
will happen to Freemasonry, and confess, that the vain- 
glorious institution has both changed and set anew its 
landmarks ; and, in manufacturing new degrees, it has 
often subjected its constitutions to a very material 
change. Ifyou say that the Sublime degrees are not a 
part of the Ancient Constitutions and landmarks, we 
turn you over to the tribunal of the Puissant Sovereigns 
of South Carolina, whose royal authority you despise ; 
and to the Council of the Thrice Illustrious Princes of 
Jerusalem in New-York, whose nobility you contemn ; 
and you must be sensible, that their VENGEANCE is 
more difficult to be endured, than our arguments. 

We notice one point more in this ‘“‘ Defence of Free- 


masonry.” The names of many eminent statesmen, 
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divines, and philanthropists, now upon the stage, are in- 
troduced, as grand office bearers, and principal support- 
ers of the secret order of Freemasons; and Mr. Pratt 
justly adds: “J might swell the list of truly respectable 
and pious clergymen, as well as laymen, of different de- 
nominations, who are still industrious laborers in the 
masoni¢ vineyard.” ‘This is a sound argument in de- 
fence of Freemasonry. This isa lawful use of the 
names of our must eminent fellow citizens. We admit 
the full force of it, and assure the public, that we revere 
those names too highly to pass them unnoticed in our 
examination of Freemasonry. We are in duty bound 
to inquire of all reputable men, respectfully and firmly : 
‘** what have you to do with this iniquity, that it publicly 
covers its folly under the mantle of your reputation for 
wisdom? its blasphemy under the cloak of your piety ? 
its base hypocrisy and treasonable practices, under your 
approved patriotism, and lofty principles of honor ?— 
You stand in the front rank of citizens and of Freema- 
sons. It is impossible to reach the heart of the order, 
without removing, or wounding your great names.— 
Your many avocations have prevented that attention to 
Antimasonry, which its importance demands; but the 
time hastens on, when no apology will be sufficient for 
neglecting to search and forsake Freemasonry. You 
know its evil tendency, and you privately confess it; but 
what you have publicly supported in error, you must 
handsomely renounce, both for the warning of others, 
and for the correction of errors.” 





Ne. 7.] AN® MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 


THE WAY OF THE WAR. 


Six months of warfare have tested the character of 
our fire without bringing our enemy to return a gun.— 
He rails and mocks, but offers no defence ; he bites in 
secret at the motives of his opposers, but admits in si- 
lence their charges. He allows his own nothingness 
and worthlessness ; but the men who are at the trouble 
to make him confess it, are great knaves! He would 
not resist the voice of the people, and keep, open lodge, 
where it gives offence; but they are demagogues and 
fools, who constrain him to forsake his nocturnal meet- 
ings, and to return his charters. And in fine, Freema- 
sonry gives it up, that the institution were on the whole 
better dead and buried; at the same time, no scoun- 


drels can compare in moral turpitude, with the honest 
men, whe renounce and denounce the deceitful institu- 
tion ! 


Antimasonry has sprung from a small beginning, and 
is diffused over the whole land. No state in the Union 
fails of affording some who are deeply interested in the 
investigation of Freemasonry; and one step of progress 
uniformly renders the next more interesting, until the 
inquirer becomes convinced of the dangerous tendency 
of this hidden abomination. 

But the wide expansion of Antimasonry does not reach 
beyond the influence of the lodges. These are always 
a compact and organized, a fortified and disciplined 
corp, while Antrmasons are a scattered and exposed 
people, unused to secret management and political arts. 
Antimasons have courage, talent, honesty of purpose and 
perseverance; but as a body, they are inexperienced, 
and it takes a three years service to inure them to the 
tactics of masonic controversy. The militia of the Rev- 
plution fled in 1776 before the veteran marauders of 
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Europe, but in the next year took Burgoyne at one 
swoop; and we may hope that our new recruits, which 
now meet with some checks, will next year take a troop 
of our enemies. The good root pushes up a good tree. 
In the judgment of our enemies the indignation growing 
immediately out of the Morgan outrage, was ‘a just 


? 


indignation ;” and the tree of Autimasonry is the natu- 
ral growth of that root. The root is good, and the tree 
is good, and the fruit is good. That a‘branch shoots 
up too hastily and withers, or that some of its fruit is 
blasted by the east wind, is only the course of nature in 
its best works. But the tree itself continues to harden 
and enlarge its trunk, to extend its limbs, and to bring 
forth mere and more fruit for the support of the labor- 
er. Pennsylvania prepares her State Convention; Mich- 
igan, Kentucky, Vermont and Alabama, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut and Massachusetts, arouse in public meet- 
ings; and the elections show an increased zeal in the 
state of New-York, to prostrate the foe of our liber- 
ties. At Rochester and in Monroe county, where the 
sworn masons constitute a very large proportion, and 
that the wealthiest and lordliest of the community, Free- 
masons have thrown away their charters, and come out 
to the polls with great spirit and some success; but An- 
timasons do neither flimch, nor diminish. At the last 


elections, there were given, according to careful inquiry, 


in the whole state, sixty-seven thousand Antimasonic 
votes; 34,000 more than at the autumnal election !— 
(Rochester Enquirer, 19th May.) 

Many suppose that Freemasonry is dead this day, and 
that it can never stiragain. Would that it wereso; but 
this great society will not expire without some throes: 
and ere it dies the pursuers will see the flounderings of 
its mortal agony, terrific as the lashings of a harpooned 
whale. Facts in history show that Freemasons are 
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right in confiding to the tried strength of their order ; 
and that doubters are wrong in supposing the society of 
Freemasons to be already destroyed. 

How is it destroyed? by the blood of a brother? The 
blood of more than one has been upon it scores of years ; 
and the society has grown. How is it destroyed? by 
the exposure of its secrets? These have been before 
the world a hundred years ; they have been repeatedly 
exposed in the English language, and exposed again in 
the different languages of Continental Europe : but the 
society has grown. How is it destroyed? by honest 
men’s renouncing it? It was renounced by numbers at 
the time it was first exposed by the martyred Prichard, 
A. D. 1730; but since that period it has overspread the 
earth. How is it destroyed? by becoming the mirth of 
men, women and children? A. D. 1736 to 1740, Free- 
masonry was the scoff of the apprentice boys of London. 
They came out with savage ornaments, and paraded 
the streets, in ridicule of Freemasons; but the society 
by a special vote suspended its festival ceremonies, suf- 
fered the storm to pass, and grew all the while like a 
willow by the water courses.—(See Preston’s Illustra- 
tions of Masonry.) 

At that time it was young and trembling. Its con- 
claves knew of only three degrees of mystery. It had 
no great names to boast, of men on the stage, or of men 
recently passed from the stage. Yet it recovered from 
the exposure, from the renunciations and denunciations 
of its members, from the ridicule of children, and from 
the contempt of men. It increased its degrees; swore 
that its pretended mysteries were mysteries still; put 
eut branches in all directions; published volumes of 
flattery and ridiculous pretensions; built public halls; 
drew divines into its meshes, and ambitious politicians 
inte its eaucuses, until it has come to defy the world in 
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arms to arrest it: and sensible men think it is dead !— 
The Opossum—it lets the Antimasons run over it, tram- 
ple upon it, kick it, and handle it as they please, with- 
out showing any resentment, or sign of life. They 
stretch out one limb of its odious mystery, and where it 
is put, there it lies, as if death had separated the body 
and the spirit of Freemasonry. They tumble the hi- 
deous thing about, and exhibit first one part, and then 
another, to the gaze of the passenger. Men say: “it 
is really odious! well, it is dead ;” and they pass by. 
But all this while the artful monster is devising new 
schemes of imposture ; and when the day of inquiry has 
gone by, it will crawl away, lick its wounds, and rob a:.d 
murder and swear falsely, as it has done before. 

What can hinder it, sober reasoner? Be astounded, 
when you consider, that the infant Freemasonry tri- 
umphed over every weapon which is now levelled against 
the grown monster, except only the ballot box. And 
will not the adult institution survive a shock that only 
served to confirm its juvenile strength? Freemasonry 
has since its exposure in 1730, enrolled in its register the 
names of Franklin and Washington, Fredrick the Great 
and Voltaire, Warren and Marshall and La Fayette. 
Since its exposure by the author of Jachin and Boaz, it 
has ensnared George IV., Clinton andClay! Since its 
exposure by Capt. Morgan, by the Le Roy Convention, 
and by others, it continues to inveigle blind candidates 
and simple young men; and, even in New York, to 
swear youth to keep that a aecret which has been pub- 


lished in the newspapers; and never, under penalty of 
death, to reveal that which at the cost of life has already 
been proclaimed in 10,000 pamphlets !—Is it dead ? ' 
Freemasonry has not only been revealed these hund- 
red years, but it has proved itself in the registered histo- 
ry of nations, to bea curse to the political and religious 
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institutions of any people. The events of the French 
Revolution prove to the farthest limit the capacity of this 
institution to breed and disseminate the foulest opinions 
of every description: and this people cannot plead igno- 
rance of the fact. The Rev. Messrs. Payson and Morse, 
with many others less distinguished, raised their warning 
voices, and in the day of its darkest crimes, told the 
truth to the shame of Freemasonry. Professor Robi- 
son and the Abbe Barruel, Freemasons, also published 
treatises full of documents and indisputable proofs of 
the abominations of Freemasonry, which were repub- 
lished and widely circulated in this country. 

What followed? Freemasonry that had before only 
Lodges in America, now pushed up into Chapters and 
Encampments! It published books and orations, it 
built halls in all the land, and embodied men by the ob- 
ligations of its oaths with zeal and unwonted success.— 
Payson and Morse, and others, were cried down, and 
put to silence by the force of masonic combination, and 
the confidence of masonic assertions ; and Freemasonry 
itself extended faster, and rooted deeper in this free 
soil, by thirty fold, after that tempest, than it had ever 
done before. 

These are momentous truths; and while the institu- 
tion is able to muzzle the press, and starve out its ad- 
versaries—while it has courage to erect immense edifi- 
ces, to publish great volumes of pretensions, and to play 
at all kinds of wickedness in secret places, profanely 
swearing it is yet a mystery from Adam and from Heav- 
en, we shall treat it, though ‘dead, as if it were alive.— 
Let the man who loves righteousness, give us his sus 
taining hand, 
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BRUCE AND WHITNEY. 

At the Court of General Sessions of the Peace for Ontario Co. 
held at Canandaigua, N. Y. 19th May, 1829, Eli Bruce, of Lock- 
port, once High Sheriff of Niagara County, received his sentence 
for conspiracy to kidnap and for kidnapping William Morgan—two 
years and four months close confinement in the county jail; and at 
the same court, John Whitney, of Rochester, was tried and found 
guilty of the same offence, and was sentenced to one year and three 
months similar imprisonment. 

In this result the friends of civil order have triumphed over the 
machinations of nocturnal masonry; but in our satisfaction at the 
recovering energy of the laws, we do not forget the sufferings of 
the unhappy criminals; especially of the honorable and gentleman- 
ly, but ardent and erring Mr. Bruce. His office, his estate, his 
prospects in life, and his peace, have been lost and broken and ru- 
ined, by the delusions of Freemasonry. He believed the institution 
to be what its Grand Officers and Grand Fraternities, certify, and 
its exalted and pious members affirm. He has fallen a sacrifice to 
the hardened and atrocious falsehoods of the order. Well may the 
Grand Lodge of New-York vote him money, for it is his due; but 
all the funds of Masonry on earth cannot make up to Sheriff Bruce 
the loss he has sustained by confiding in this impudent and hypo- 
critical institution. 

Were he the only one who had been deceived by this imposture, 
and should the lying wonder still continue to swear blind candidates 
into its mysteries, it would be our duty, knowing these things, to 
proclaim them to the world. But this duty is dreadfully enforced 
by the consideration that thousands are its dupes, although in a less 
criminal manner than Bruce and Whitney; and that even nations 
have been its victims, and governments its prey. And when we 
raise the warning voice, what reception do the public give it ?!— 
Some say, “peace! what is this cry for, disturbing churches and 
friends!” Others, “Why this cry, telling that which all know ? 
look to your motives” And the Fraternity, instead of giving use 
vote of thanks for undeceiving them—instead ef publicly announc- 
ing the death of Freemasonry with her will, leaving all her halls 
and estates in the city and county of New-York to the sole benefit 
of the Antimasonic Review forever! the Fraternity are like a dis- 
turbed hornet’s nest, many of them stinging the very walls of their 
habitation to relieve their spite. They do not hesitate to speak of 
blood, aud of the fate of him for whom Bruce suffers, as being de- 
served by the wen who kindly prove to them that they embrace 
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falsehood for truth. The reproach of the wicked is the praise of 
the righteous. 


_——— 


LETTERS ON MASONRY, 
to the professed followers of Christ, now in connexion 
—— institution of sd By Hewes Jongs, Paste? 
rn) oT Church in . - @ Royal Arch Mason. 
‘amphlet pp- 

The religious and respectable character of Mr. Jongs unites with 
the excellence of his spirit to commend his Letters to the attention 
of Masons, church members. His expulsion from the Fraternity 
for publishing his renunciation, and bis good name abused by the 
Jezebel Freemasonry, are additional motives to peruse his pamphlet. 

He begins by declaring to his Association, that after many years 
trial of the institution of Freemasonry, be has “‘ become fully com 
vinced that it is contrary to his Christian profession longer to sup- 
portit:” and asks their advice They say he ought undoubtedly 
to make public his views. Some of these follow. 

Masonry, in its avowed principles, is at varianee with the Gospeb 
of Christ ; it also profanes the Holy Scriptures; and it takes the 
name of God in vain. It promotes dissipation and intemperance ; 
it interrupts domestic happiness, aud it assumes rights repugnant to 
the principles of a free government. Its support requires implied 
falsehood and actual deceit; its oaths are abhorrent to righteous» 
ness, and are rendered void by their hidden and wicked nature; 
and its claims to Solomon and the two Hirams are flatly contrar 
dicted by divine Revelation. 

The pamphlet concludes with the extract of the records of King 
Hiram Lodge, expelling Mr. Jones ; and with the unanimous vote 
of Mr. Jones’s Church, approving of his conduct; which exhib- 
its the Lodgeroom in its true character—in dead hostility to the 


Church. 
‘ 
EVENINGS BY THE FIRESIDE: 


Or thoughts on some of the principles of Speculative Freemasonry : 
By Amanian Sountemn Poster oft the Congregational Church 
in Waitfield, Vt. Pamphlet, 24 pp. 
We have read this tract with singular interest and pleasure. It 

carries the reader in a close and concise style of argument directly 

to the inevitable conclusion, that the writer, who is not a Freema- 


son, has a right, and a deep interest, to examine the character of 
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Freemasonry ; that the Illustrations of Masonry by Morgan are 
substantially true ; that the oaths of Freemasonry, by their penal- 
ties, and their obligations, and their manner of administration, are 
unlawful and void; and that Freemasons ought to clear their skirts 
of them, ought to renounce thm for conscience sake. 

The views he takes of the obligations of an oath, are elevated to 
heaven; and they are just views. Neither fraud, nor self damage, 
nor want of a magistrate, nor a qualifying preface, are relied upon 
as the ground of renunciation; but rather the oath is unlawful in 
its nature, and an outrage upon both natural and revealed religion, 
and therefore ‘imposes no obligation, but the obligation to deep 
repentance and sincere reformation.”’ These letters are the product 
of a sound and healthful mind. 


—_— 


Repty or THE Genesee Consociation to the Letter of the Rev. 
Joseph Emerson, of Weathersfield, Conn. addressed to them on thé 
subject of their resolution relative to Masonic Ministers and Ma- 
sonic candidates for the ministry. Pamphlet, 43 pp. 


The Genesee Conscciation adopted in June last the following 
resolution: ‘* Resolved, That the Consociation will neither license, 
ordain, or install, those who sustain any ¢ nnexion with the insti- 
tution of Masonry, or who will not disapprove, and renounce it; 
nor will we give letters of recommendation in favor of such persons 
to preach in any of the churches in our connexion.” 

For this the worthy Mr. Emerson, a Freemason, addressed them 
in 20 printed pages, and now comes the reply. 

The Consociation rest the propriety of their resolution mainly 
upon the fact that Freemasonry is what Capt. Morgan reveals it to 
be: and they are at pains te show by the affidavits and solemn de- 
clarations of 50 church members, and others, freemasons, chat Mor- 
gan’s Illustrations are correct, and that the institution is an abom- 
ination to truth and to civil liberty. The reply is satisfactory, and 
the proofs are convincing. We highly approve of the ground tak- 
en by the Consociation. We know it bears upon those we love, 
but their Freemasonry bears heavily upon one more beloved, and 
they must away with it; in the Lord’s name away with it. Nei- 
ther human nature, nor christian patience, will always endure the 
profanations of the Lodgeroom to be connected with the sacred 
desk. And that ministers cease to go the lodgeroom, is pot e- 
nough ; the savour of their example remains after they have de- 
parted, and nothing short of an open renunciation before the Fr#- 
ternity will correct it. 
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TO THE READERS OF THIS WORK 
The prospects of its Editor eannot be entirely without interest. He 
finds himself involved in a contest of great magnitude,. without a 
support. Men believe Freemasonry is wicked, and they wish it 
were dead; but they do not pay 150 cents for documentary evidence 
of its depravity, and $2 per annum to destroy it. 

Why this is so, every man will judge for himself; but one great. 
reason undoubtedly is, that upright and honorable men adhere to 
the corrupt institution, and give all the advantage of their reputa- 
tion for integrity,in aid of the malice and calumny, the vengeance 
and falsehood of the unjust members of the fraternity, and of the. 
deceitful institution; and we have to meet both the holy and the 

wicked in firm phalanx arrayed against us. 

The Editor did not come unadvisedly against Freemasonry. He. 
first searched the records of time for its history, and the standard 
works of the fraternity for its character; and having compiled a 
mass of remarkable, interesting, and most conclusive evidence, he 
gave it to the public in a handsome form; and now he is sacrificing 
the work to pay the expense of publishing it. 

He next undertook this enterprize. To prepare for it, and to 
conduct it, he has spared nothing that he could command. ‘You 
will have 1000 subscribers in this county ;” “and 500 in this;” and 
‘+2000 in three months,” seemed to make a living quite certain.— 
But he does not find support, much less a profit for the consumption 
of infirmity, or of age. 

Men hastily excuse themselves with the belief that Freemasonry 
is vitally wounded and bas only to die; but had they purchased 
‘* Freemasonry by a Master Mason,” they would know better; they 
would know that the falsehood has as many lives as a cat, and, al- 
though whipped to death, it will soon be again on its feet, running 
about more supple than ever: and they would promptly subscribe 
for this work, which is pledged to hold the mystery with a mortal 
grasp, until the infernal spirit which animates it, shall seek a new 
form and another body, in which to war with truth and with holi- 
ness. 

In the war of Independence our honored Fathers at the outset 
recruited with short enlistments—three months, six months, and, 
twelve months men. Experience shewed that in fighting for liberty 
it was not enough tocontend a month, or a year; but that the mus-. 
ket must be carried until the enemy are expelled, and. peace re- 
stored. Recruits were accordingly enlisted. during. the war; and, 
by way of eminence. these soldiers, the best troops in the ‘ser-. 
vice, were called ConTinENTALS, 
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Ours is a second war of Independence: for freedom from the 
yoke of masonic tyranny. It is not enough to enlist fur six months 
ora year; but during the war. The Editor, with 2000 men to 
back him, can defend this work during bis natural ability, and make 
incursions upon the territories of the enemy. With 2000 Conri- 
NENTALS he will be ever ready to give the enemy battle, aud to 
beat up their quarters with constant alarms, that the 100 weekly 
and semi-weekly journals of Autimasonry may scale the walls and 
possess the camp. 

This is not acommon controversy. The Editor has not entered 
upon it for his own sake ; he cannot support it at his own charges. 
His labor is his living, and if that is exerted in a barren soil, he . 
must seek a new field. He gives himself with singleness of heart 
to the full exhibition of the moral and religious character, and po- 
litical tendency of Freemasonry. He may have mistaken the im- 
portance of the cause, and the wickedness of the secret order. If 
s0, he will retire, at the year’s end, with only the consciousness of 
having had a frank and a fearless, a kind and a faithful and a patri- 
otic purpose in undertaking and conducting this work ; and poster- 
ity may determine, whether, in this thing, he has not been both as 
honest and as wise, as those renowned men are, who publicly affix 
their honorable names to the pillars of vain-glorious Freemasonry. 

To continue the work, something more substantial than cheers, is 
essential. Encouraged, however, by the assurance of righteous- 
ness, and by the approbation of his readers, he stands pledged, and 
pledges himse}f anew, to devote his wole mind to the public investi- 
gation of Freemasony without fear or favor of men, while the pub- 
lic call for the investigation: and if it please 2000 of his countrymen 
to enlist with him in the controversy with Freemasonry, until the 
Lodges of Genesee, Ontario, Otsego, Oneida, Cayuga, and Onon- 
daga counties, reverse their public determination to swear blind 
candidates as formerly into the false mysteries of the selfish frater- 
nity; and until the Lodges of New-York, and of the Fast and the 
South and the West, cease from their delusion, and cease to inveigle 
inexperienced youth in the meshes of the masonic oaths, the Editor 
will form with them a Continental band, to fight the battle of liber- 
ty, until independence is established. While absent at intervals 
from the city, not on account of expensive habits, or a waste of 
money, but to procure the means of being just to those who provide 
his paper and spread his table, his correspondents must excuse @ 
temporary neglect; and his friends are invited to aid him by pro- 
curing the names of substantial subscribers, who will not desert their 
colers, while Freemasonry shows a banner in the Geld. 





